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readily allow its progeny to approach it without danger.
Severe surgical operations should be proscribed, especially if
they entail the casting or restraint of the animals, unless
they are urgently needed for the cure of disease, as they may
be hurtful to the foetus. Drastic purgatives should also be
avoided, because, by increasing peristalsis, they indirectly
excite contraction of the uterus, which may lead to abortion.
Powerful narcotic agents also may imperil the life of the
foetus, even if they do not injure the mother. The bitch may
be safely washed a few days before parturition, provided it is
done with proper care. A dose of worm medicine may also
be given with advantage as far on in gestation as the sixth
week, to get rid of worms in the bitch and prevent infection of
the puppies after birth.